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Abstract 
The problem of school-based violence is one of the most important, requiring an urgent 

solution, as it threatens the physical and mental health of people. Nowadays newspapers and their 
Internet versions represent aggression and cruelty, attacks and murders in school settings, as a 
rule, broadcasting to the public a detailed description of tragic incidents, thus leaving a reflection 
in the minds of the younger generation, shaping their values and attitudes, behaviour patterns, 
arousing their interest in imitation and transferring the image of violent scenes into the real 
world. The relevance of studying the topic of school violence in Russian print and Internet 
versions of the media is quite obvious, due to the fact that a wave of aggression and violence, 
armed attacks on students and teachers, mass shootings on school grounds swept Russian 
educational establishments. 

In this article, the author attempts to carry out a hermeneutic analysis of school-based 
violence as reflected in print and online media from 1992 to 2020. The author’s reflections on the 
representation of violence in the school environment are determined by the urgent need to reveal 
the specific character, structure, narrative techniques, gender, ideological aspects of violence 
against students and teachers in order to create a holistic vision and approach to the content 
under study. 

Keywords: hermeneutic analysis, school-based violence, education, print and Internet 
media, bullying, school shooting. 

 
1. Introduction 
Today, the issues of school violence have become a cornerstone in the research context of the 

professional community involved in a wide range of sciences that still maintain a growing trend at 
the international level. 

Nowadays the reflection of violent scenes in the media is a well-established constant 
characterized by a wide scale of distribution, thus causing concern that the audience is unaware of 
the problem depth and accepts media violence as an unshakable norm in the media space. We fully 
share the point of view of M.A. Abdrakhmanova: “According to experts, the majority of information 
consumers are not interested in publications on violence in the media and do not perceive this 
situation as a social problem” (Abdrakhmanova, 2018). 

Today, there is no reason to assert that the media world saturated with violent content does 
not affect personal growth at all. The following question is very relevant: what are the reasons for 
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transforming schoolchildren’s behaviour and what effective measures are to be taken to reduce the 
level of imitating violent patterns reflected in print and audio-visual media texts in schools? 

At the same time, our contemporary life conditioned by “seething media coverage” 
determines the study of school-based violence images in media texts as an urgent and important 
concept. 

Newspapers instantly appear and get distributed on the Internet. The special functioning of 
Internet media in the continuum of the problem under study lies in the attention focused on 
extremely significant events associated with violence in school settings. 

Today mass media, including the Internet media, penetrate into political and economic 
structures, thus acquiring the role of a powerful tool for influencing people’s consciousness and 
shaping the global landscape. 

The online content, like any other type of media texts, does not only get reflected in people’s 
consciousness, but also affects their behaviour, develops their system of values and attitudes 
towards reality. 

It is no longer a secret that present-day newspapers, including their Internet versions, 
represent aggression and cruelty, attacks and murders in schools, as a rule, broadcasting to the 
public a detailed description of tragic incidents. 

In this regard, our appeal to modern Russian print and Internet media reflecting school-
based violence is determined by the urgent need to reveal the specific character, structure, 
narrative techniques, gender, ideological aspects of violence against students and teachers in order 
to create a holistic vision and approach to the content being researched. 

 
2. Materials and methods 
The material of our research is based on media texts from Russian print and online media 

about school-based violence in the modern world (1992 – 2020): Rossiyskaya Gazeta, Interfax, 
NEWS.ru, RIA Novosti, Komsomolskaya Pravda, Moskovsky Komsomolets (MK), Bumaga 
newspaper – 234 news items. 

The main research method is the hermeneutic analysis of print and online media texts 
relating violent events that occurred within the academic construct based on the methodology 
created by A. Silverblatt (Silverblatt, 2001) and U. Eco (Eco, 2005). As for the auxiliary methods, 
we used the sociocultural analysis, theoretical analysis of the pool of research literature focused on 
the problem under consideration. The emphasis on these methods in a complex made it possible to 
fully explore the image of school-based violence in the context of contemporaneous Russian print 
and electronic media texts (1992–2020). 

 
3. Discussion 
School violence is a major challenge in Russian schools that requires taking urgent measures. 

Very often, on-campus initiators of attacks increase public awareness from print and online mass 
media. It goes without saying, in recent years, Internet versions of the media have been in great 
demand, due to various reasons. Moreover, one cannot fail to notice that the coverage of this 
problem in online media leaves an “imprint” in the minds of the younger generation, thus shaping 
their values and attitudes, their model of behaviour. 

In our opinion, when carrying out the research it is a very important to analyze the concepts 
of “violence” and “school-based violence”. 

The analytical study of scientific literature allows us to say that there is a rather broad 
meaning of “violence” which creates serious problems aggravated by media convergence. 

The well-known researcher V.A. Sitarova defines “violence” as a form of coercion applied by a 
person to another person, and by a whole group to another group, while the goal is “to acquire or 
maintain certain benefits and privileges, to gain political, economic and any other domination” 
(Sitarov, 2005: 135).  

In addition, A.A. Guseinov considers violence as a type of power-volitional relationship 
between people: “Violence is an external, forceful impact on a person or a group of people in order 
to subordinate them to the will of the one (or those) who exerts such an impact. It represents the 
usurpation of human freedom in its existence and / or external expression” (Guseinov, 1994: 22). 

According to R. Harris, “violence” is understood as causing intentional physical harm to 
another person. He offers to exclude from violence accidental infliction of pain, – the so-called 
“psychological violence” and vandalism in relation to someone else’s property. Aggressive motives 
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are always hidden behind the cruelty of behaviour. “When watching TV, we observe acts of violence 
directly and see their aggressive nature” (Harris, 2002: 160). 

Thus, the numerous definitions of the term “violence” can be reduced to the following 
interpretations of “the use of force against someone”, “causing physical, spiritual and property 
harm”, “violation of someone’s interests and rights”, “usurpation of free will”. 

Next, we will focus on the concept of “school-based violence”. 
It is important to note that, of course, given the inferences regarding the above 

terminological vocabulary, it is clear that “school-based violence” is a broad terminology that 
includes many separate but closely interrelated individual measures. 

At the same time, a number of Russian researchers define “school-based violence” as “a type 
of violence in which there is coercion, the use of force between children or teachers in relation to 
students. Obvious manifestations of violence can be directed not only against individuals who 
arouse the increased interest of others, but also against a whole group” (Bykovskaya, 2006: 221).  

Alongside with this, the view of foreign scientists who offer a modern definition is valuable, 
for example T.W. Miller defines “school-based violence” as behaviour that includes “the 
victimization of children and teachers, crimes committed by children and/or teachers, physical and 
psychological exploitation, bullying, fights, riots in the classroom, causing physical and mental 
harm, causing injuries to teachers and students, cyber-victimization, cyber threats, sexual violence, 
and the use of weapons in school settings” (Miller, 2008: 15). 

Within the framework of this exclusive definition, there are a number of components that 
have not been considered previously by researchers, in particular, such as victimization of peers, 
the use of weapons in schools. It can be emphasized that the definition proposed by T.W. Miller 
unites a set of characteristics that reflect the depth and comprehensiveness of this term, taking into 
account the socio-cultural and educational situation of the modern world. 

Thus, it can be stated that school-based violence reflected in the media is the domination of 
one subject over another through aggressive influence using media channels and media 
technologies. 

To the greatest extent, the problem of media violence was developed by foreign psychologists 
and sociologists in works aimed at researching the socio-psychological components of the 
phenomenon of media violence and assessing the phenomenon of media impact on the audience. 

Examples of the most striking studies in the field of psychology devoted to the study of the 
impact of media violence and aggression are the works by J. Bryant and S. Thompson (Bryant, 
Thompson 2004), B. Krahé (Krahé, 2003), R. Borum and D. Cornel (Borum et al., 2010). 

The analysis of violence in media texts by foreign scholars is more connected with 
cinematography, some works are devoted to this content analysis (Anderson, Bushman, 2015). 

Recently, the problem of school-based violence abroad has been developed by such authors 
as L.E. Walker, D. Shapiro and S. Akl (Walker et al., 2020), J.S. Cawood and M.H. Corcoran 
(Cawood, Corcoran, 2019), G.D. Gottfredson, D.C. Gottfredson (Gottfredson et al., 2018),                   
E. Cantone (Cantone et al., 2015), M.J. Elinoff, S.M. Chafouleas, K.A. Sassu (Elinoff et al., 2004),  
J. Page, J.A. Daniels, S.J. Craig (Page et al., 2015). In Russia, A.A. Guseinov has made a valuable 
contribution by focusing on the concepts of violence and non-violence (Guseinov, 1999). 

In addition, analysing foreign researches on the problem, we managed to find out that in 
modern America the topic of teenage dating violence as a form of school-based violence has been 
hotly debated, since it often occurs on school grounds (Elinoff et al., 2004). 

At the same time, a number of authors abroad have focused on systematic reviews and meta-
analysis of measures aimed at preventing bullying and aggression among schoolchildren (Borum et 
al., 2010; Cantone et al., 2015; Chaney et al., 2008; Langford et al., 2015; Lee et al., 2015; Merrell 
et al., 2008; Polanin et al., 2012; Ttofi, Farrington, 2011; Vreeman, Carroll, 2007). 

In Russia, the issues of violence have been reflected in the research space only since the late 
1990s (Bashkatov, 2001; Bykovskaya, 2006; Fedorov, 2003; 2004; 2005; 2014; 2015; Glazman, 
2009; Krivtsova, 2011; Potapova, 2016, Vishnevskaya, Butovskaya, 2008; Volkova, Grishina, 2013, 
etc.). 

Let us emphasize that the topic of violence in particular, school-based violence, in the media, 
had a hidden character for a long time, only in recent decades the scholars’ interest in these issues 
has grown (Fedorov, 2004; Sobkin et al., 2000; Tarasov, 1996, 2005, 2017), who tried to study, 
to one degree or another, the impact of the concept of “media violence” on the younger generation. 

https://www.researchgate.net/scientific-contributions/James-S-Cawood-2165421216
https://www.researchgate.net/scientific-contributions/2165471807-Michael-H-Corcoran
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In addition, it is important to underline that, to a considerable degree, the research interest 
of Russian scientists was aimed at considering the problem of school harassment – bullying as a 
form of violence (Achitaeva, 2010; Glazman, 2009; Petrosyants, 2011). 

Thus, it can be stated that in Russian and foreign researches, the manifestation of violence in 
different textual media formats and media channels of different types is not touched upon, and its 
specificity at the verbal and non-verbal levels is not investigated yet. The analysis of contemporary 
articles devoted to the issues of school-based violence shows the need for a deep and systematic 
study of this phenomenon. In addition, we failed to find a study of the concept “school-based 
violence” in the reflection of print and online media publications either in the foreign or in the 
Russian research field of the professional community. 

However, addressing the problem of school-based violence reflected in print and online 
media outlets determines the increased attention to distinguishing between “traditional” 
(television, radio, newspapers, magazines) and “new” (electronic media, social networks, etc.) in 
order to designate a holistic vision of the object under study. 

A colossal role in the functional support of media activities is assigned to the channels for 
distributing information content. According to I.D. Fomicheva, in the modern world the media are 
basic components of the public sphere where “the interaction of social actors – society, 
government, business, with the participation of journalists, is being transformed into discursive 
actual practices. An equally important factor for organizing effective participation of the state, 
business and the public in communication is the degree of inclusion in their general context of the 
information space, the degree of developed social technologies and bringing together the efforts of 
traditional and Internet media. Journalists themselves must be ready to organize and stimulate the 
informational participation of these three sectors through the media” (Fomicheva, 2005). 

So, we can say that as a result of the media similarity, there occurred a conjunction of 
“traditional” and “new” media. This process caused the emergence of a common media stream. It is 
precisely in the media space that various relevant practices are closely intertwined, while not only 
professional journalists are involved in the process, but also the state, the public, and business. 
Of course, to a certain extent, these phenomena determine some functioning patterns of various 
media texts, in particular the widespread use of violent content in the media. Our research focuses 
on online texts containing violent scenes that occurred in school settings. 

Therefore, while school-based violence is an emotional public issue and is becoming 
widespread in the media, coverage of events in Russia can be distorted. 

Thus, mass media, in particular print and electronic media, are an important social tool for 
influencing individual and group consciousness, and act as a factor influencing the global 
landscape. 

In this regard, one of the prime concerns of professional psychologists, teachers, sociologists 
and the public is the unregulated representation of school-based violent images in the modern 
media. Today, an active search is underway for the most effective approaches to the measures 
aimed at preventing school-based violence. 

However, the media texts under consideration do not touch upon the potential of media 
education as one of effective measures to combat the imitation of violence patterns, broadcast by 
various media channels, in order to develop media competence of the younger generation. 

 
4. Results 
As part of our research, we carried out a hermeneutic analysis of the content of modern print 

and electronic media texts (1992−2020) containing images of school-based violence. 
The relevance of researching school-based violence in Russian print and Internet media is 

quite obvious, since a wave of aggression and violence, armed attacks on students and teachers, 
mass shootings on school grounds swept Russian educational institutions. 

After requesting the Yandex search engine for news containing the keywords “cases of 
schoolchildren attacking students and teachers” we got the result – 15 million articles. Obviously, 
most of the events were presented in a criminal informational spirit. 

Headlines such as “A senior pupil opened fire in one of the schools of the Amur Region”, 
“Bashkir Columbine”, “A teenager brought pneumatic weapons and smoke torches to a Samara 
school”, “A schoolboy attacked the students with an ax”, “Schoolchildren had a knife-fight near 
Chelyabinsk”, “Massacre at the Perm School”, “Bombs to Classmates” and a number of others have 
recently filled the pages of online newspapers. Many newspaper headlines testify to the growing 
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role of the media in debates about the situation of school-based violence spread in Russia, 
prevention measures and control over weapons. The media have a huge responsibility for effective 
coverage of such tragic incidents on the school grounds. 

However, many people are now concerned about the media reporting this kind of events, 
questioning their accuracy, the consequences of their reports and the bias in their stories. Due to 
the increased use of firearms in schools, print and online media outlets tend to use narrative 
methods and techniques to attract the attention of the general public. At the same time, we can talk 
about some doubts about how the electronic media outlets cover these tragic cases. 

As part of our research, we carried out a hermeneutic analysis of media texts about school-
based violence in Russian print media and their online versions (1992–2020): Rossiyskaya 
Gazeta, Interfax, NEWS.ru, RIA Novosti, Komsomolskaya Pravda, Moskovsky Komsomolets 
(MK), Bumaga newspaper – 234 news items. 

Since the 2000s in Russia, the current problems of bullying and school shooting have been 
reflected in the print and online media.  

One of the first episodes of school shooting in Russia was a tragedy that occurred on 
February 3, 2014. Since that day until January 19, 2018, about 22 incidents of weapon use in 
schools were registered in Russia – reports the Internet newspaper Bumaga (Antonov, 2018). 
Articles covering the events of that day were published under various headings: “Mystery of Grade 
10-A. The school shooter went to the literature teacher to prove: evil is stronger than good. But at 
the last moment he changed his mind” in Rossiyskaya Gazeta, “An excellent student arranged 
hostage-taking and shooting in a Moscow school” in Nezavisimaya Gazeta; “A schoolboy staged a 
massacre at a Moscow school. Chronicle of events” in Moskovsky Komsomolets, etc. At the same 
time, the Russian newspaper Moskovsky Komsomolets created a whole galaxy of events, releasing 
a reportage under the title “School shooter” quietly dreams of death”. 

So, the analysis of a number of articles covering the first school shooting incident shows that 
the news material was accompanied by drawings, photographs, a clearly described sequence of 
events, which, first of all, indicated an unethical coverage of the tragic event, perhaps such coverage 
of the event with a catchy headline will inevitably draw the attention of the adolescent audience. 
In our opinion, a certain risk of popularizing violence is clearly visible.  

So, analysing the news of print and Internet media, we found that to a large extent the 
articles (26 %) in the sample were episodic reports, while the message was informative, excluding a 
detailed description of the incident, not going beyond the broader social distribution. The episodic 
coverage focused on personal tragedies, isolated from the social context. 

However, the thematic coverage is typical for a smaller proportion of the analysed articles  
(16 %), which focused, in addition to individual aspects, on broader circumstances and the role of 
society. 

In news reports, references to government officials prevail, such as the aide to the President 
of the Russian Federation, the press secretary of the President of the Russian Federation, the 
Presidential Commissioner for Children’s Rights, and the Deputy Chairman of the State Duma    
(18 %). 

In addition, the most frequently cited sources come from the criminal justice system, courts 
and court proceedings, involving the statements of representatives of these structural units, for 
example, head of the Investigative Committee, head of the Ministry of Internal Affairs (30.4 %). 

A number of the analysed articles (16 %), which reported on school-based violence, touched 
upon the measures necessary to reduce the level of violence in Russian schools; in this context, 
a more thematic coverage was demonstrated. For example, the press secretary of the President of 
the Russian Federation D. Peskov called on the media to accurately cover the tragedies in schools. 
He stressed that “the issue is exclusively the prerogative of the editorial policy of this or that 
publication”.  

TV presenter V. Pozner believes that federal channels should fully cover the emergencies that 
occur in the country. At the same time, according to the presenter, “these stories must be shown 
“correctly”: as quickly as possible, more reliably and with an assessment that follows from the 
show. If you show attacks as a detective or a thriller, if it turns out that the people who participated 
in this event are cool, then, of course, such stories can involve other children in similar stories”. 

Few journalists attempted to portray incidents of violence from a variety of perspectives, 
including different source categories for information (parents, students, teachers, victims, law 
enforcement officials) in the news content (14 %). 
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As for solving the problem of school-based violence, a significant part of media texts did not 
touch upon the content of prevention and control measures, but a number of news reports still 
contained the reaction of the authorities to the tragic situations that had taken place in schools. 
It was found out that, since 2018, there has been a tendency of increased attention to developing 
and implementing measures to prevent violence in schools. A number of solutions included 
expanding school preventive activities with adolescents: developing new methodological 
recommendations; activation of mentors or home-school teachers; introduction of intra-school 
accounting in schools; introducing safety lessons in the school curriculum. As E. Minaeva, head of 
the department for procedural crime control of the Investigative Committee of Russia, notes, 
“the reports about the spread of the criminal subculture among teenagers, as well as the facts of 
attacks on educational institutions, look very alarming. Of particular importance is not only the 
restoration and further expansion of psychological services in schools, but also organizing the work 
of child psychotherapists in every children’s medical institution, primarily in polyclinics. 
In addition, it is advisable to introduce the institute of tutors in schools, who would purposefully 
carry out the upbringing of adolescents and, in close connection with school psychologists, could 
promptly identify and stop problems in the relationships of children in society (Kozlova, 2018). 

In the opinion of Deputy Chairman of the State Duma I. Yarovaya: “School students need to 
be told as much as possible about how to behave if they get alarming information, for this purpose 
it is necessary to introduce information security lessons in schools” (Yarovaya…, 2018). As RIA 
Novosti comments on I. Yarovaya’s statement: “We are still waiting for the Ministry of Education, 
I have already sent requests to the minister twice so information security awareness training 
appears in federal educational standards”. 

Another solution to the problem concerns the reproduction and distribution of positive 
media content for children: “High-quality social advertising in the information field is an effective 
tool for positive impact on the broad masses of viewers. Moreover, it is necessary, among others, 
to use the main channel for obtaining information by contemporary children – the Internet and 
instant messengers” (Kozlova, 2018). The Investigative Committee proposed to consider the issue 
of introducing tutors or mentors in schools. 

Moreover, it is necessary to expand the use of mass media for preventive purposes to keep 
children from getting involved in destructive or criminal activities, and to keep social networks 
monitoring. According to A. Kuznetsova, Presidential Commissioner for Children’s Rights, 
“monitoring of the environment in which our children are being raised today can be very 
important, fundamentally important. Monitoring requests, monitoring the informational situation 
in which they are. What are they looking for on the Internet first of all and what do they find there? 
What is their request?”. The Ministry of Communications has reacted to the situation of armed 
attacks on schools, having agreed with the Russian Federal Service for Supervision in the Sphere of 
Telecom, Information Technologies and Mass Communications (Roskomnadzor) to block social 
networks of groups that encourage violence in schools. 

Finally, it is vital to build up efforts in a law enforcement context. As reported by 
Rossiyskaya Gazeta, “A roadmap developed by a number of Russian structures, in particular, 
ombudswoman children’s rights A. Kuznetsova, the Ministry of Science and Higher Education, the 
Ministry of Health, the Investigative Committee, the General Prosecutor’s Office and the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs of Russia will help to cope with the spread of attacks on schools and mass 
shootings. Law enforcement agencies, and above all the Ministry of Internal Affairs, are doing a 
great job to prevent crimes committed by teenagers. However, the basic elements of early crime 
prevention are based on proper upbringing of adolescents and their leisure activities, as well as 
attending to their problems and state of mind” (Lebedeva, 2018). 

In addition, it was found out that the public is often informed about the long-term 
consequences of incidents of school-based violence and the people involved. For example, only the 
newspaper Izvestia presented 10 news items about the attack of schoolchildren in the city of Perm 
on January 15, 2018: “Unknown persons wearing masks attacked schoolchildren in Perm”, 
“A massive knife fight took place in a Perm school”, “The initiator in the fight in the Perm school 
fell for the video about the school terrorist attack in the USA”, and so on.  

In a number of newspaper reports, the authors of media texts emphasized that the attacking 
schoolchildren had a plan – attack schemes and guidelines for making improvised explosives, 
bombs, Molotov cocktails; publications on social networks prohibiting the attackers’ materials, 
interest in the Columbine movement. However, the question regarding the method of obtaining 
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weapons by school students was never mentioned in the analysed media texts, only the fact of 
weapon availability.  

In our opinion, the images created by the print and Internet media texts on school-based 
violence did not only bring a lively interest in the professional community, society, as an acute 
social challenge, but also encouraged the younger generation to implement the Columbine 
scenarios in life as a certain model of behaviour, including the image of a “hero”. 

Perhaps, it is worth mentioning that the tragic event associated with the Columbine massacre 
in the United States in 1999 played a colossal role in the spread of such incidents throughout the 
world. In Russia, the shooting at School №263 in Moscow that occurred in 2014 can be considered 
to be the starting point. According to American scientists, Harris and Klebold, the attackers on the 
school, achieved a mythical status in a society of certain subcultures. They were honoured and 
imitated in subsequent attacks and attempted attacks. In all cases, the perpetrators either admitted 
to being linked to “Columbine” themselves, or evidence of the Columbine influence was found by 
the police (Thomas, 2014). 

Practically all the analysed news reports (73 %) mentioned some facts concerning children’s 
interest in the Columbine events, for example, as the newspaper Izvestia notes: “In Russian social 
networks, there has been a surge in interest in the 1999 Columbine massacre in the American 
school. The name of this educational institution, as well as the name of one of the attackers, have 
been mentioned in VKontakte five times more often than usual. Interest in the tragedy that 
happened almost 20 years ago has grown significantly after schoolchildren attacked teachers and 
students in Perm and Ulan-Ude in 2018. Experts interviewed by the newspaper Izvestia noted that 
modern adolescents – imitators of mass murderers from the United States consider their lives to be 
insufficiently fulfilled, and therefore there is a real risk of emerging a “Columbine” subculture in 
the country (Grigoryan et al., 2018). 

In turn, in online media there are a number of reports on preventing cases of violence in 
schools, thanks to an integrated approach aimed at identifying and preventing cases of a criminal 
nature (Savankova, 2020). In Volgograd, a teenager was detained for preparing an attack on a 
school (Merzlyakov, 2020). The court arrested a teenager who was preparing an attack on a school 
in Krasnoyarsk (Malkov, 2020). 

As for the types of school-based violence, physical and psychological violence, of course, 
predominated. 

Cases of physical violence, which ranged from fights to deaths, stabbing and shooting, were 
reported in the majority of the analysed media texts (84 %). Deprivation, classified as school 
violence, received the least attention in these articles (69 %). No articles reflected scenes of sexual 
violence on school grounds. 

The dominant instruments of crime were the following: a knife, an ax, firearms, improvised 
explosives, Molotov cocktails, smoke-puff charges, torches. 

Both schoolchildren and teachers were victims of violence or its source. Teachers often 
played the role of the main victims, in this regard, under the influence of the events, the teacher 
was frustrated and received serious harm to psychological / physical health. 

In most cases, the participants of the events failed to cope with difficulties or to achieve 
mutual understanding, which led to tragic consequences. In some cases, owing to teachers’ 
excellent professional skills and a quick response of the police, it was possible to prevent a tragedy. 

Undoubtedly, the authors of print/online media texts stuck to documenting the violence, 
cruel scenes that had occurred on school grounds. The main result of such author’s position was a 
media production in the form of a print or online media text containing a naturalistic display of 
scenes of violent content in its various manifestations. At the same time, we did not manage to find 
any open religious connotations in the studied news material. 

The worldview component, mode of thinking, meaningful values, narrative structure, 
characters’ conduct reflected in the analysed media texts of print and Internet mass media can be 
represented as follows: the main characters – school students mentioned in print or electronic 
media texts are focused on preparing and subsequent implementing the goals of a violent nature on 
the school territory. Anger, hatred, ruthlessness, aggression, ferocity, merciless cruelty are the 
basic value dominants of schoolchildren who initiate attacks in schools. 

At the same time, in the majority of cases, a very small amount of attention is paid in the analysed 
news reports to the values of the participants in the events – teachers; though in some media texts we 
were able to find the following values: firmness, determination, courage and bravery.  



Media Education (Mediaobrazovanie), 2020, 60(4) 

604 

 

The range of reasons for violent actions is determined by conflict situations in the school 
community, for example in teacher-student relations; unrequited love; students’ desire to prove 
their worth in the class; interest in the Columbine movement. 

The main zone where tragic events unfold is the school territory, which includes classrooms 
and school corridors. 

The leading genres of the studied media texts are a news report, an interview, articles, 
a newsreel. 

Methods of creating reality in the media texts are presented in different storylines, in 
particular, students and teachers are shown during lessons or exams, at breaks, in school corridors, 
on school grounds. 

Types of the main characters: the initiators of the events – students of lower and upper 
secondary schools, who, as a rule, have negative thinking; teachers, school administration. 
Generally, tragic events are committed by under-age senior school students. 

The appearance of the characters is rarely mentioned, only in some news reports, one can 
find information about their clothing, judging by the given photo or video material. Speaking about 
the image of the school student involved in the school-violence, the range varies from a quiet, calm 
and non-contentious boy to a strong-minded boy who is telling his classmates about prohibited 
weapons and the desire to attack the school on social networks. 

Some media texts focus on the family status of the schoolchildren – initiators of school-based 
violence, these are either from complete families or incomplete families; as for the school teachers, 
there is no information concerning their marital status in the analysed media texts. 

The plot of the reality of the school students who is an active participant of violence includes 
the schoolboy’s transformation from a calm, peaceful and non-conflict child into a cruel, merciless 
teenager who has in his arsenal sometimes really terrible weapons such as an ax, a hunting rifle, 
a knife or homemade explosives; the school student’s conflict with his fellow-students when he falls 
a victim to school bullying, rejection and ostracism. 

At the same time, the solution to the problem is that most of the aggressors mentioned in the 
analysed media texts reached their intended plans to a certain extent and the event ended tragically 
(injury, murder, suicide), though a number of prepared attacks on schools were prevented and did 
not find its reflection in real life; in this regard, the worldview of schoolchildren, thanks to a 
complex of preventive measures was modified. 

 
5. Conclusion 
The results of our analysis allow us to draw a number of particular conclusions that are of 

interest for the theme being researched: 
1. For a long time in Russia, the problem of school-based violence was not reflected in reality, 

which cannot be said about other countries such as the US, where the “growth point” of mass 
shootings in schools fell on the year of 1999 (mass shooting at the Columbine School). 
Nevertheless, today, unfortunately, various forms of violence in Russian schools are sporadic. 
The facts about violence committed by school students against school students or teachers on 
school grounds, as a rule, receive a wide resonance in print and online media and generate heated 
debates about taking preventive measures and the impact of the media space (cinema, TV shows, 
press, Internet, etc.) containing violent content on the viewers. In this regard, the phenomenon of 
school-based violence is very relevant, primarily due to the wide range of distribution and 
application in the interaction system of education participants. 

2. There is a lack of scientific research concerning a clear understanding of “violence”, 
“school-based violence”; specific personal traits of participants involved in school-based violence 
(victim, aggressor); effective measures to prevent and combat violence and cruel behaviour in 
schools. 

3. Analyzing the news content of print and Internet media, we found out that most of the 
articles were episodic reports, while the message was informative, excluding a detailed description 
of the incident that had occurred, without going beyond wider social distribution. Moreover, it was 
possible to identify that the first case of mass shooting in a school was recorded on February 3, 
2014 in Moscow, since that time, there has been an increase in cases of school attacks; the authors 
of the media texts emphasize that the attacking schoolchildren had a plan – attack schemes and 
guidelines for making improvised explosives, bombs, Molotov cocktails; they were interested in the 
Columbine movement; since 2018, there has been a tendency of increasing attention to developing 
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and introducing measures to prevent violence in schools, in particular, schools’ anti-violence 
activities involving adolescents; expanding the use of mass media to prevent children from 
participating in destructive or criminal activities; monitoring of social networks; building up efforts 
in a law enforcement context. Moreover, the articles are accompanied by photo and video materials 
illustrating a clear sequence of events related to violence, which cannot but arouse interest and 
attraction in this kind of phenomena among teenagers. 

4. The worldview of the authors of print and Internet media texts is sometimes reduced to 
mere documenting violence and cruel scenes the school territory. The main result of this is a print 
or an electronic media text containing a naturalistic display of various violent scenes. Modern 
media texts in the researched field create a picture of the world with school shooting as its pivotal 
component. The obvious feature of print and online media is a real event. In most of the events 
depicted, violent suppression, causing grievous bodily harm, is a form of revenge. 

5. There is a clear relationship between the violent acts on the part of schoolchildren and the 
event that occurred in the US in 1999 – the mass shooting at Columbine High School in Colorado. 
Broadcast by various media channels, this tragic event triggered a wide range of imitators. In this 
regard, it is revealed that understanding of the media texts content is linked to specific real historic 
events. 

6. The genre arsenal of the studied print and Internet media texts includes a news report, 
an interview, articles, a newsreel. The authors of media texts identified the leading forms of school-
based violence: bullying, school shooting, predominating physical and psychological (emotional) 
violence. School-based violence concerned both student-student and student-teacher relationships. 

7. The value dominants of the main characters – schoolchildren (aggressors) mentioned in 
the analysed print and electronic media texts are anger, hatred, ruthlessness, aggression, ferocity, 
merciless cruelty. Their activities are focused on preparing and subsequent implementing school-
based violent goals. In the news reports, little attention is paid to the values of the other 
participants in the events – teachers, though in some media texts we were able to find: resilience, 
decisiveness, bravery and courage. 

8. The range of reasons for committing violent actions is determined by conflict situations in 
the school community, defects of a teacher-student relationship; unrequited love; students’ desire 
to prove their worth in the class; students’ interest in the Columbine movement. The main zone 
where tragic events unfold is the school territory, which includes classrooms and school corridors. 

9. The plot of the reality of the schoolchildren who are initiators of violence consists in a 
schoolboy’s transformation from a calm, peaceful, non-conflict child into a cruel, merciless 
teenager who has in his arsenal sometimes really terrible weapons such as an ax, a hunting rifle, 
a knife or homemade explosives; the school student’s conflict with fellow-students when he falls a 
victim to school bullying, non-recognition and ostracism. At the same time, the solution to the 
problem is based on achieving a set of goals or transforming the worldview of the protagonist. 

 
6. Acknowledgments 
The article is written as part of a study funded by the grant of the President of the Russian 

Federation for state support of young scientists – Ph.D. Project MK–1716.2020.6 “Problem of 
school violence in the mirror of modern Russian and American media: comparative analysis”, 
carried out at the Rostov State University of Economics. 

 
References 
Abdrakhmanova, 2018 – Abdrakhmanova, M.A. (2018). Problema medianasiliya v tekstakh 

SMI [The problem of media violence in media texts]. PhD. Dis. Kazan. [in Russian] 
Achitaeva, 2010 – Achitaeva, I.B. (2010). Destruktivnye vzaimootnosheniya v uchebnykh 

gruppakh obrazovatel'nykh uchrezhdenii MVD Rossii [Destructive relationships in learning groups 
of educational institutions of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Russia]. PhD. Dis. Moscow. 
[in Russian] 

Anderson et al, 2017 – Anderson, C.A., Bushman, B. J., Bartholow, B.D., Cantor, J. (2017). 
Screen violence and youth behavior. Pediatrics. 140(1): 142-149. DOI: 10.1542/peds.2016-1758T 

Anderson et al., 2015 – Anderson, C.A., Andrighetto, L., Bartholow, B.D., Bègue, L., Boxer, 
P. (2015). Consensus on media violence effects: Comment on Bushman, Gollwitzer, and Cruz. 
Psychol Pop Media Cult. 4(3): 215-221. 



Media Education (Mediaobrazovanie), 2020, 60(4) 

606 

 

Antonov, 2018 – Antonov, Е. (2018). Strel'ba v rossiiskikh shkolakh: kto i kak napadaet na 
uchenikov i uchitelei i chto s uchastnikami konfliktov proiskhodit seichas [Shooting in Russian 
schools: Who and how attacks students and teachers and what is happening to participants in 
conflicts now]. Bumaga. 23.01.2018. [Electronic resource]. URL: https://paperpaper.ru/school-
shooting-russia/ [in Russian] 

Bashkatov, 2001 – Bashkatov, O.V. (2001). Nasilie kak sotsiokul'turnyi fenomen [Violence as 
a socio-cultural phenomenon]. PhD. Dis. Saratov. [in Russian] 

Borum et al., 2010 – Borum, R., Cornell, D., Modzeleski, W., Jimerson, S.R. (2010). What 
can be done about school shootings? A Review of the Evidence Educational Researcher. 39(1). 
doi: 10.3102/0013189X09357620 

Bryant, Thompson, 2004 – Bryant, J., Thompson, S. (2004). Osnovy vozdeistviya SMI 
[Fundamentals of media effects]. Moscow, St. Petersburg. [in Russian] 

Bykovskaya, 2006 – Bykovskaya, E.F. (2006). Pedagogicheskoe nasilie: teoriya i praktika 
[Pedagogical violence: theory and practice]. Filosofiya obrazovaniya – Philosophy of Education, 1: 
221-229. [in Russian] 

Cantone et al., 2015 – Cantone, E., Piras, A. P., Vellante, M., Preti, A., Danielsdottir, S., 
D’Aloja, E., Bhugra, D. (2015). Interventions on bullying and cyberbullying in schools: 
A systematic review. Clinical Practice and Epidemiology in Mental Health. 11: 58-76. 

Cawood, Corcoran, 2019 – Cawood, J.S., Corcoran, M.H. (2019). Violence assessment and 
intervention: The practitioner’s handbook. New York: Routledge, 490 p. DOI: 10.4324/97804 
29344367-9 

Chaney et al., 2008 – Chaney, S.E., Park-Higgerson, H., Perumean-Chaney, S.E., 
Bartolucci, A.A., Grimley, D.M., Singh, K.P. (2008). The evaluation of school-based violence 
prevention programs: A meta-analysis. Journal of School Health. 78(9): 465-479. DOI: 
10.1111/j.1746-1561.2008.00332.x  

Eco, 2005 – Eco, U. (2005). Rol' chitatelya. Issledovaniya po semiotike teksta [The role of the 
reader. Studies on the semiotics of the text]. St. Petersburg. [in Russian] 

Elinoff et al., 2004 – Elinoff, M.J., Chafouleas, S.M., Sassu, K.A. (2004). Bullying: 
Considerations for defining and intervening in school settings. Psychology in the Schools. 41(8): 
887-897. DOI: 10.1002/pits.20045 

Fedorov, 2003 – Fedorov, A. (2003). Violence on the Russian & American Media Screen and 
Youth Audience. Taganrog. 

Fedorov, 2004 – Fedorov, A. (2004). Prava rebenka i problema nasiliya na rossiiskom 
ekrane [Children’s rights and problem of violence on the Russian screen]. Taganrog. [in Russian] 

Fedorov, 2005 – Fedorov, A. (2005). School students and computer games with screen 
violence. Russian Education and Society. 47(11): 88–96. 

Fedorov, 2014 – Fedorov, A. (2014). The Opinions of Russian school students and teachers 
about media violence. European Researcher, 73 (4-2): 781-804. 

Fedorov, 2015 – Fedorov, A. (2015). Critical analysis of media violence text on the media 
education lessons. European Researcher. 95(6): 442-450. 

Fomicheva, 2005 – Fomicheva, I.D. (2005). Sotsiologiya internet-SMI [Sociology of Internet 
media]. Moscow [in Russian] 

Glazman, 2009 – Glazman, O.L. (2009). Psikhologicheskie osobennosti uchastnikov bullinga 
[Psychological features of participants in bullying]. Izvestiya Rossiiskogo gosudarstvennogo 
pedagogicheskogo universiteta im. A.I. Gertsena. 105: 159-165. [in Russian] 

Gottfredson et al., 2018 – Gottfredson, G.D., Gottfredson, D.C. (2018). School Violence. 
The Cambridge handbook of violent behavior and aggression. Cambridge University Press, 344. 
DOI: 10.1017/9781316847992.031  

Grigoryan et al., 2018 – Grigoryan, A., Stefanets, Zh., Ivushkina, A. (2018). Ubiitsy vyrvalis' iz 
seti [The killers broke out of the net]. [Electronic resource]. URL: https://iz.ru/698704/anzhelina-
grigorian-zhanna-stefanetc-anna-ivushkina/ubiitcy-vyrvalis-iz-seti [in Russian] 

Guseinov, 1994 – Guseinov, A.A. (1994). Ponyatiya nasiliya i nenasiliya [The concept of 
violence and non-violence]. Voprosy filosofii. 6: 22-30. [in Russian] 

Guseinov, 1999 – Guseinov, A.A. (1999). Ponyatie nasiliya. Filosofiya, nauka, tsividizatsiya. 
[The concept of violence. Philosophy, science, civilization]. Moscow, 1999. [in Russian] 

Harris, 2002 – Harris, R. (2002). Psikhologiya massovykh kommunikatsii [Psychology of 
mass communications]. St. Petersburg, Moscow: 160-178. [in Russian] 

https://www.researchgate.net/scientific-contributions/James-S-Cawood-2165421216
https://www.researchgate.net/scientific-contributions/2165471807-Michael-H-Corcoran


Media Education (Mediaobrazovanie), 2020, 60(4) 

607 

 

Kozlova, 2018 – Kozlova, N.V. (2018). SK predlozhili rassmotret' vopros o vvedenii instituta 
vospitatelei v shkolakh [The Investigative Committee proposed to consider the introduction of the 
institute of mentors in schools. Rossiyskaya Gazeta (23.09.2020). [Electronic resource]. URL: 
https://rg.ru/2020/09/23/v-sk-predlozhili-rassmotret-vopros-o-vvedenii-instituta-vospitatelej-v-
shkolah.html [in Russian] 

Krahé, 2003 – Krahé, B. (2003). Sotsial'naya psikhologiya agressii [The social psychology of 
aggression]. St. Petersburg. [in Russian] 

Krivtsova, 2011 – Krivtsova, S.V. (2011). Bulling v shkole vs splochennost' neravnodushnykh 
[School bullying vs solidarity of non-indifferent people]. Moscow. [in Russian] 

Langford et al., 2015 – Langford, R., Bonell, C., Jones, H., Pouliou, T., Murphy, S., Waters, 
E., Campbell, R. (2015). The World health organization’s health promoting schools framework: A 
Cochrane systematic review and meta-analysis. BMC Public Health. 15(1)10. doi: 1186/s12889-015-
1360-y  

Lebedeva, 2018 – Lebedeva, N. (2018). Shkola samooborony [School of self-defense]. 
Rossiyskaya Gazeta. 70(7533). 03.04.2020. [Electronic resource]. URL: https://rg.ru/2018/04/03/ 
razrabotany-mery-dlia-obespecheniia-bezopasnosti-detej-v-shkolah.html [in Russian]  

Lee et al., 2015 – Lee, S., Kim, C., Kim, D.H. (2015). A meta-analysis of the effect of school-
based anti-bullying programs. Journal of Child Health Care. 19(2): 136-153. DOI: 
10.1177/1367493513503581 

Malkov, 2020 – Malkov, D. (2020). Sud arestoval podrostka, gotovivshego napadenie na 
shkolu v Krasnoyarske [The court arrested a teenager who was preparing an attack on a school in 
Krasnoyarsk]. Rossiyskaya Gazeta. 17.04.2020. [Electronic resource]. URL: 
https://rg.ru/2020/04/17/reg-sibfo/sud-arestoval-podrostka-gotovivshego-napadenie-na-shkolu-
v-krasnoiarske.htm [in Russian] 

Merrell et al., 2008 – Merrell, K.W., Gueldner, B.A., Ross, S. W., Isava, D.M. (2008). How 
effective are school bullying intervention programs? A meta-analysis of intervention research. 
School Psychology Quarterly. 23(1): 26-42. doi: 10.1037/1045-3830.23.1.26 

Merzlyakov, 2020 – Merzlyakov, R. (2020). V Volgograde podrostka zaderzhali za 
podgotovku napadeniya na shkolu (Volgograd) [In Volgograd, a teenager was detained for 
preparing an attack on the school (Volgograd)]. Rossiyskaya Gazeta. 15.06.2020. [Electronic 
resource]. URL: https://rg.ru/2020/06/15/reg-ufo/v-volgograde-podrostok-gotovil-napadenie-na-
shkolu.html [in Russian] 

Miller, 2008 – Miller, T.W. (2008). School violence and primary prevention. New York: 
Springer-Verlag, 456 p. doi: 10.1007/978-0-387-77119-9 

Moffitt et al., 2001 – Moffitt, T.E., Caspi, A., Rutter, M., & Silva, P.A. (2001). Sex differences 
in antisocial behavior: Conduct disorder, delinquency, and violence in the dunedin longitudinal 
study. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. DOI: 10.1017/CBO9780511490057 

Page et al., 2015 – Page, J., Daniels, J.A., Craig, S.J. (2015). Correlates of school violence. 
In: Violence in schools. New York: Springer: 9-18. doi: 10.1007/978-3-319-13912-8_2  

Petrosyants, 2011 – Petrosyants, V.R. (2011). Psikhologicheskaya kharakteristika 
starsheklassnikov, uchastnikov bullinga v obrazovatel'noi srede, i ikh zhiznestoikost' [Psychological 
characteristics of high school students, bullying participants in the educational environment, and 
their resilience]. PhD. Dis. St.Petersburg. [in Russian] 

Polanin et al., 2012 – Polanin, J.R., Espelage, D.L., Pigott, T.D. (2012). A meta-analysis of 
school-based bullying prevention programs’ effects on bystander intervention behavior. School 
Psychology Review. 41(1): 47-65. 

Potapova, 2016 – Potapova, L.V. (2016). Nasilie v shkole kak sotsial'naya problema [Violence 
at school as a social problem]. Tavricheskii nauchnyi obozrevatel'. 6(11): 47-54. [in Russian] 

Savankova, 2020 – Savankova, N. (2020). Razryadit' agressiyu mirom [Defusing aggression 
with peace]. Rossiyskaya Gazeta. 178(8232). 12.08.2020. [Electronic resource]. URL: 
https://rg.ru/2020/08/12/reg-pfo/eksperty-nazvali-prichiny-agressii-saratovskogo-shkolnika.html 
[in Russian]  

Silverblatt, 2001 – Silverblatt, A. (2001). Media literacy. Westport, Connecticut – London: 
Praeger, 449 p.  

Sitarov, 2005 – Sitarov, V.A. (2005). Nasilie i nenasilie [Violence and non-violence]. 
Entsiklopediya gumanitarnykh nauk. 1: 135. [in Russian] 

https://rg.ru/2018/04/03/


Media Education (Mediaobrazovanie), 2020, 60(4) 

608 

 

Sobkin et al., 2000 – Sobkin, V.S., Khlebnikova, M.V., Gracheva A.M. (2000). Nasilie i 
erotika na rossiiskom ekrane: opyt kontent-analiza televizionnykh translyatsii [Violence and 
eroticism on the Russian screen: Experience of content analysis of television broadcasts]. 
Obrazovanie i informatsionnaya kul'tura. Sotsiologicheskie aspekty. 5(7). Moscow: Center for 
Sociological Research of the Russian Academy of Education: 138-161. [in Russian] 

Tarasov, 1996 – Tarasov, K.A. (1996). Ot nasiliya v kino k nasiliyu «kak v kino» [From 
Violence in Movies to Violence “Like in Movies”?]. Sotsiologicheskie issledovaniya. 2: 25-35. 
[in Russian] 

Tarasov, 2005 – Tarasov, K.A. (2005). Nasilie v zerkale audiovizual'noi kul'tury [Violence in 
the mirror of audiovisual culture]. Moscow. [in Russian] 

Tarasov, 2017 – Tarasov, K.A. (2017). Rol' nasiliya v kinokommunikatsii: definitsiya, effekt 
vozdeistviya i ego regulirovanie [The role of violence in film communication: Definition, impact 
and its regulation. Kommunikologiya. 5(2): 168-180. DOI: 10.21453/2311- 3065-2017-5-2-168-180 
[in Russian] 

Thomas, 2014 – Thomas, P. (2014). Columbine shootings’ grim legacy: more than 50 school 
attacks, plots [Electronic resource]. URL: http://abcnews.go.com/US/columbine-shootings-grim-
legacy-50-school-attacks-plots/story?id= 

Ttofi, Farrington, 2011 – Ttofi, M.M., Farrington, D.P. (2011). Effectiveness of School-based 
Programs to Reduce Bullying: A Systematic and Meta-analytic Review. Journal of Experimental 
Criminology. 7(1): 27-56. DOI: 10.1007/s11292-010-9109-1 

Vishnevskaya, Butovskaya, 2008 – Vishnevskaya, V.I., Butovskaya, M.L. (2008). Shkol'naya 
travlya v vospominaniyakh studentov moskovskikh vuzov [School bullying in the memoirs of 
Moscow University students. Young muscovites: Cross-cultural research]. Moscow: 491-519. 
[in Russian] 

Volkova, Grishina, 2013 – Volkova E.N., Grishina A.V. (2013). Otsenka rasprostranennosti 
nasiliya v obrazovatel'noi srede shkoly [Estimation of the violence expansion in the educational 
environment of a school]. Psikhologicheskaya nauka i obrazovanie. 18(6): 19-28. [in Russian] 

Vreeman, Carroll, 2007 – Vreeman, R.C., Carroll, A.E. (2007). A Systematic Review of 
School-based Interventions to Prevent Bullying. Archives of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine. 
161(1): 78-88. DOI: 10.1001/archpedi.161.1.78 

Walker et al., 2020 – Walker, L.E., Shapiro, D., Akl, S. (2020). School violence introduction 
to forensic psychology, 277-290. DOI: 10.1007/978-3-030-44470-9_19 

Yarovaya…, 2018 – Yarovaya prizvala vvesti v shkolakh uroki bezopasnosti na sluchai ChP 
[Yarovaya called for the introduction of safety lessons in schools in the event of an emergency]. 
Izvestiya. 19.01.2018. [Electronic resource]. URL: https://iz.ru/697501/2018-01-19/iarovaia-
prizvala-vvesti-v-shkolakh-uroki-bezopasnosti-na-sluchai-chp [in Russian] 


